
 

 

 

 

 

 

Advisory Board Meeting Minutes 

February 19, 2020 - 6:00 pm 

SVA Offices, Swissvale PA 
 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Board:  Clairton  Lauren Palmquist (phone) 
   Duquesne    
   East Pittsburgh Tom Michlovic – David Perla (phone) 
   Glassport    
   Homestead    
   McKeesport  Lori Schmidt – Patrick Bendel (phone) – Tom Maglicco (phone) 
   Munhall  Tyler Gellasch (phone) 
   Pittsburgh    
   Rankin     
   Swissvale  Chris Casavale – Jeffrey Schaffer – Amy Starrett 
   Turtle Creek  Colleen Wooten (phone)  
   West Homestead   
 
Proxy Votes: Pittsburgh  Rob Witherell (Chair) 
     
Staff: Tom Croft; Bob Value; Carrie Mihalko; Deb Lutz (phone) 
Solicitor: Jay Hornack  
Guests: Jennifer Nestor (DLI Oversight) 
 
Chairwoman Schmidt called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.  
 

PROXY VOTE REVIEW – CHAIRWOMAN LORI SCHMIDT  

The Board Chair conducted roll call. Quorum was pending any proxy votes that were received after the 
meeting. 
 

MINUTES 

Copies of the minutes were made available in member packets. 
 
The minutes of the November, 2019 meeting were approved on motion by Chris Casavale and seconded by 
Tom Michlovic.  The motion passed unanimously by members Palmquist, Perla, Schmidt, Bendel, Maglicco, 
Gellasch, Schaffer, Starrett, and Wooten with no abstentions.  
 

CHAIR COMMENTS 

Chairwoman Schmidt recognized the retirement of long-time board member Jeffrey Schaffer wishing him 
well. She acknowledged that all members should review committee descriptions (to be emailed) and elect 
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to serve on at least one. A new chair will also need to be appointed for Development in light of Mr. 
Schaffer’s retirement. 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE  

Chris Casavale reviewed the financial statements. He noted through 12/31/19 the SVA had a net profit of 
around $13K due to unallowable charges being reduced and staff diligence. 
 
The Finance Committee report was approved on a motion by Tom Michlovic and seconded by Amy Starrett. 
The motion passed unanimously by members Palmquist, Perla, Schmidt, Bendel, Maglicco, Gellasch, 
Schaffer, and Wooten with no abstentions. 
 

SECRETARY REPORT 

Amy Starrett highlighted two pieces of correspondence provided to all members including a letter from 
CORPaTH and a list of support letters regarding the SEWN program. Mr. Croft also added a letter from 
Federated/Hermes inviting him to participate in an upcoming ESG program. 
 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE  

Tom Michlovic deferred to Jay Hornack to comment on the new collective bargaining agreement. All signed 
copies have been received and distributed. 
 
The Personnel Committee report was approved on a motion by Chris Casavale and seconded by Amy 
Starrett. The motion passed unanimously by members Palmquist, Perla, Schmidt, Bendel, Maglicco, 
Gellasch, Schaffer, and Wooten with no abstentions. 
 

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE  

Jeffrey Schaffer highlighted the importance of recruiting new members for the board. Chairwoman Schmidt 
once again encouraged all committees to meet in between board meetings to assist in achieving goals of 
the Authority. 
 
The Development Committee report was approved on motion by Chris Casavale and seconded by Tom 
Michlovic.  The motion passed unanimously by members Palmquist, Perla, Schmidt, Bendel, Maglicco, 
Gellasch, Schaffer, Starrett, and Wooten with no abstentions.  
 

PROGRAM/TECH REVIEW COMMITTEE  

The Program/Tech Review discussion was tabled until the next meeting. 
 

STAFF REPORTS 

Tom Croft provided the Executive Director Report noting the following highlights: 

 The SVA has submitted application for the next round of funding through the PA Department of 
Labor & Industry. The House Appropriations committee met and acknowledged the SEWN program 
thanks to Board Member Representative Austin Davis. 
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 LATTE inquiries have been received from Louisiana Department of Labor/Rapid Response and the 
state of Mississippi. 

 Tom has been invited to attend the U.S. Department of Labor Region 3 meeting in North Carolina to 
speak on layoff aversion. 

 The Steel Cities Capital Roundtable report was distributed with an update that the working group 
recently convened regarding a potential new enhanced early warning system with SVA and the 
USW to educate them on the process. 

 The Labor Capital Strategies Fellowship had 47 applicants for this year with 2-3 new hosts/sponsors 
– the largest class yet. 

 The AFL-CIO HIT (Heartland partner) may be investing in a transportation housing project on the 
new BRT line in Pittsburgh.  

 Work is continuing with Congressman Andy Levin who has an interest in implementing the first ESG 
program in the U.S. Board member Tyler Gellasch acknowledged Tom’s work on this project. 

 
Bob Value provided the following highlights on SEWN: 

 SEWN currently has 27 active client engagements in 18 counties 

 Due to the meeting changes, Bob provided the overview of SEWN’s annual outside evaluation from 
Dr. Elizabeth Stork. Highlights include: 

o Worked with 82 companies, 55 new 
o 1491 jobs were saved 
o Highest referrals came from owner/managers and the IRCs 
o The most frequent services provided to clients included financial restructuring (42%), 

operational (33%) and diversification (29%) 
o The 5-year economic impact of SEWN was nearly $6.5 billion 

 Mr. Michlovic asked who the report is shared with. Mr. Value noted this is an evaluation to report 
back to DLI. It is not sent to partners, legislators, or partners. 

 
Carrie Mihalko provided highlights on administrative functions within the SVA/SEWN. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Croft and Mr. Hornack acknowledged the passing of former SVA staffer Bob Erickson who played an 
integral role in the establishment of the organization. Mr. Michlovic asked for a moment of silence. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 

Resolution 20-01 to approve retention of Jay Hornack as solicitor. Changes need made to the document 
prior to signing. 
 
The Resolution was tentatively approved on motion by Tom Michlovic and seconded by Chris Casavale.  The 
motion passed unanimously by members Palmquist, Perla, Schmidt, Bendel, Maglicco, Gellasch, Schaffer, 
Starrett, and Wooten with no abstentions. Additional votes will be received via email. 
 
The formal meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
  
 


